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5 min

5 min

Agenda

1. Opening – UNESCAP

2. Panel presentations on the four 
thematic areas
• Urban and territorial planning: TPr. Ismail bin 

Muhamad, Director of City Planning Department, 
Subang Jaya City Council (Malaysia)

• City Climate Action: Dr. Aisa Tobing, Jakarta 
Capital City Government (Indonesia)

• Urban Digital Transformation: Ms. Arlene B. 
Arcillas, Mayor of Santa Rosa (Philippines)

• Urban Finance: Mr. Kesera Dahamsonda
Senanayake, Mayor of Municipal Council of 
Kandy (Sri Lanka)

3. Parallel breakout group discussions 
from table to table unpacking the four 
different topics presented by the 
panelists:
• Urban and territorial planning
• City Climate Action
• Urban Digital Transformation
• Urban Finance

4. Reporting back in plenary, Q&A on 
consensus recommendations

5. Conclusions and way forward –
UNESCAP Chair

30 min

30 min

20 min

21 September 2022
14:30-16:00



Post pandemic, cities and countries in Asia-Pacific struggling to 
recover sustainability from increasing climate, food, energy and 
economic crises 

The session will discuss and identify:

Status, trends, emerging 
issues, and interlinkages of 
implementing sustainable 
urban development in 
Asia-Pacific within the 
context of a sustainable 
urban recovery from 
multiple connected crises

Urban policy solutions and 
instruments to address 
increasing uncertainty as well 
as actions to recover and 
develop sustainable cities and 
communities in Asia-Pacific by 
accelerating action among 
different actors

Session serves as input to the flagship report on Asia-Pacific cities 
and forthcoming (2023) 8th Asia-Pacific Urban Forum
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Session flow

Panel presentations to 
“set the scene”

30-minute breakout 
group discussions  

1 round table = 1 topic, facilitated 
by expert panelists 

Breakout group 
reporting back on key 

findings and way 
forward

Formulate a 
problem 
statement

Identify a set of 
actions to address 
the problem

Explain how the set 
of actions can address 
the interlinked crises

Share success stories, 
lessons learned from 
countries and cities1 2 3 4



Distinguished Panelists

Mr. Kesera D. Senanayake
Mayor of Municipal 

Council of Kandy 
Sri Lanka

Ms. Arlene B. Arcillas
Mayor of Santa Rosa 

Philippines 

Dr. Aisa Tobing
Deputy Secretary General of 

CityNet and member of Jakarta 
Research Council

Indonesia 

TPr. Ismail bin Muhamad 
Director of City Planning 

Department
Subang Jaya City Council

Malaysia

Urban and territorial planning City climate action Urban digital transformations Urban finance



Spatial planning regulates 
zoning & land use, 

buildings, mobility, energy 
use, food security, etc. 

Provides the key entry 
point for a ‘territorial 

approach’ to SDGs

COVID-19 has 
an unprecedented 

impact on public, green 
spaces for physical and 

mental health

‘15 min city’ as a post 
COVID-19 spatial tool for

+ climate crisis
+ mobility
+ health

+ the future of work

Compact, Green, 
Mixed Use Cities

to realize economic, social, 
health, cultural and 

climate/environmental goals

Planning needs to be 
more flexible and 

responsive to better 
mitigate and adapt to 
future uncertainties

Urban and territorial plnning

Context

Current state

Tools and targets

Urban and territorial planning City climate action Urban digital transformations Urban finance



Asia-Pacific economic 
impact of climate is 

increasing in cities prone 
to loss and damage

Lack of NDC 
localisation, vertical and 
cross municipal climate 

cooperation

Climate action has 
positive co-benefits

to the well-being and health of 
society, the city and its 

surrounding area

Addressing urban 
emissions (transport, 

waste, construction, etc.)
↓ reduces pollution

↑ improve respiratory and 
overall health

Current state

Tools and targets

Urban and territorial planning City climate action Urban digital transformations Urban finance

Context
Most cities located in 

climate vulnerable areas, 
such as low elevation 

coastal zones, valleys, etc.

Most emissions from 
cities in Asia

predominately from 
transportation & energy



COVID-19 has become a 
catalyst for urban digital 

transformation
reliance on certain technology 

has drastically increased

Digitalization impacts 
urban areas faster 

due to higher exposure to 
changes and innovations

Digital advancement also 
means managing or 
transitioning former 

technology

Cities at different starting 
points on journey to 

‘smart’ and in diverse 
technological 
environments

People-centered smart 
cities that leverage 

innovation for well being 
and sustainable urban 

development

Interoperability of smart 
systems for integrated 
decision making and 
smart investments

Context

Current state

Tools and targets

Urban and territorial planning City climate action Urban digital transformations Urban finance



Land and major municipal 
assets can be leveraged 
for low carbon resilient 

development

Transfers and own source 
revenue are irregular 
and/or insufficient w/ 

inability to access private 
capital

To develop and invest in 
infrastructure, often 
blended sources of 
finance is needed

Supply of predictable and 
adequate finance 

challenged by lack of 
bankable projects

Context

Tools and targets

Urban and territorial planning City climate action Urban digital transformations Urban finance

Lack of local financial 
capacities, fiscal 

devolution and financial 
autonomy

With COVID-19, cities’ 
revenues went down and 
funding was relocated to 
focus on addressing the 

pandemic

Current state





















§ Introduction
§ Background
§ Empowering Cities
§ Green City Dev’t Financing
§ A Good Tools
§ Challenges
§ Conclusion

E M P O W E R I N G  C I T I E S  T O  T A K E  C L I M A T E  A C T I O N
W I T H  C I R C U L A R  E C O N O M I C

PLANNING T HE POST PANDEM IC  C IT Y

DR. Aisa Tobing
Secretary General Jakarta Research Council

The 9th CityNet Congress in Kuala Lumpur, September 21, 2022 



Illustration of Shock (I) 

Graeme Mackay, March 2020



Illustration of Crisis (II) 

Graeme Mackay, March 2020



Ilustration of Shock II



Challenges in Cities
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Background

80% of the planet’s population 
80% global GDP 

70-76% of world’s energy consumption
80% CO2 emissions 

Climate disasters could put 1.3 billion people at risk by 2050 
More than 70 % of cities already feel the negative impact 

Potential vulnerabilities of cities to pandemics and 
infectious diseases

World Bank-Low Carbon City



Climate Change Impacts

§ Hundreds of millions displaced as climate refugees -
Many moving to and from cities

§ Urban water shortages, Land Subsidence, 
§ Urban food systems collapsing 
§ Flooding due to sea level rise - most cities are costal 
§ Extreme heat stress, the heat island effect - results in 

early deaths 
§ Pollution



Urban Strategy After Pandemic

§ How can we improve our Digital Social-Economy, such access 
to the real-time information that helps cities survive a crisis? 

§ What can the stratgies do to reduce the impact of a crisis, 
especially  on disadvantaged communities? 

§ How should public services be designed to cope with surges in 
demand?

§ How should Global Agenda Strategies



SHIFTS IN ECONOMY STRUCTURE (SOCIETY)

AGRICULTURE
Economy  
(Society)

INFORMATION
Economy  
(Society)

CREATIVE
Economy  
(Society)

DIGITAL
Economy  
(Society)

HUNTING
Economy  
(Society)

System / Patterns  
(Workforce quantity)

Applied Science/Engineers  
(Focus on Mass Productions)

INDUSTRIAL
Economy  
(Society)

Management  
(Focus on Efficiency)

Collaborations
(Focus on Costs Sharing)

Big Data &  
Technology Literacy

(Focus on Customization)

METAVERSE
Economy  
(Society)

CYBER  
EXTENDED INTELLIGENCE

(Focus on …….De-Humanization??)



Circular Economy



New Strategies

§ New Normal and Changes Behaviour
§ An excellent opportunity for planners and policy makers to take 

transformative actions towards creating cities that are more 
just, resilient, and sustainable.

§ More Innovative and Creative to obtain the solution such the 
speed and scale at which digital transformation can be 
delivered.

§ More Efficient n Effective



Transformational Opportunity

§ COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE (Social-Economic 
Value)

§ COLLABORATIVE ADVANTAGE (Ecosystem Value)
§ SUSTAINABILITY ADVANTAGE (Future Value)



3R

CLIMATE PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION (Waste Management)

Composting
Waste separation

Plastic waste reuse for planting



Number of Waste Bank Per Mei 2018: 1.354 unit  

CLIMATE PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION (Waste Bank)



Planting in the yard

CLIMATE PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION (Grennery)

Rain water Harvesting and plantingMedicine herb planting

Buiopore Absorption Hole



Waste Compos Production

CLIMATE PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION (Economic Benefit) 



Empowering Cities to Take Climate Action

§ Cities have the potential to be major catalysts of change in the 
implementation of recent International Agreements such as the Paris 
Agreement, SDGs, The 2030 Sustainable Development  Agenda, the 
New Urban Agenda and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction.  

§ Cities have to have a climate action plan related to a framework and
international guidance for GHG emission reductions and target. Actions 
to address climate change through adaptation and mitigation at the city 
level will make  contributions to the national efforts aimed at 
fulfilling international  commitments for Low Carbon Development

§ Cities have to have instruments, roadmap, model, tools and 
targets related to CC mitigation and adaptation

§ Cities need to be empowered both financially  and politically to 
develop ambitious climate targets and take  transformational 
climate action





Transparent and 
effective tax assessment 

and  collection



Technology-based 
planning and decision-

making











Establishment of a Pyrolysis Facility





https://santarosacity.gov.ph/

Thank You!
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Regional Multistakeholder Urban Dialogues Capacity Building of New Mayors

Addressing Urban Plastic Pollution Developing City Air Pollution Plans 

https://urbangateway.unescap.org

Where to get inspired?



Partner with us to accelerate progress and localize SDGs in Asia-Pacific!
https://www.unescap.org/our-work/environment-development/urban-development

Our Key Knowledge Products:

https://www.unescap.org/our-work/environment-development/urban-development


Parallel session hosted by:Shocks and the City: 
Sustainable Solutions to Overcome 
Interlinked Urban Crisis in Asia and Pacific


